
 

 

UNITED STATES
SECURITIES AND EXCHANGE COMMISSION 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20549

FORM 8-K
CURRENT REPORT

Pursuant to Section 13 or 15(d) of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934

   
Date of Report (Date of Earliest Event Reported):  October 22, 2009

Willis Group Holdings Limited 
__________________________________________
(Exact name of registrant as specified in its charter)

   
Bermuda 001-16503 98-0352587

_____________________
(State or other jurisdiction

_____________
(Commission

______________
(I.R.S. Employer

of incorporation) File Number) Identification No.)
    

c/o Willis Group Limited, 51 Lime Street, London,
England and Wales

 EC3M 7DQ

_________________________________
(Address of principal executive offices)

 ___________
(Zip Code)

   
Registrant’s telephone number, including area code:  (011) 44-20-3124-6000

Not Applicable 
______________________________________________

Former name or former address, if changed since last report

 

Check the appropriate box below if the Form 8-K filing is intended to simultaneously satisfy the filing obligation of the registrant under any of the following
provisions:

[  ]  Written communications pursuant to Rule 425 under the Securities Act (17 CFR 230.425)
[  ]  Soliciting material pursuant to Rule 14a-12 under the Exchange Act (17 CFR 240.14a-12)
[  ]  Pre-commencement communications pursuant to Rule 14d-2(b) under the Exchange Act (17 CFR 240.14d-2(b))
[  ]  Pre-commencement communications pursuant to Rule 13e-4(c) under the Exchange Act (17 CFR 240.13e-4(c))
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Item 5.02 Departure of Directors or Certain Officers; Election of Directors; Appointment of Certain Officers; Compensatory Arrangements of Certain
Officers.

On October 22, 2009, Patrick C. Regan, Chief Financial Officer and Group Chief Operating Officer of Willis Group Holdings Limited ("Willis"), resigned. On
October 23, 2009, Willis announced that it has initiated a search for a new Chief Financial Officer to replace Mr. Regan in early 2010. Mr. Regan will remain at
Willis through the year-end reporting and regulatory filing process for 2009 as well as to assist with the search for a successor before joining Aviva plc as its new
Chief Financial Officer. 

A copy of the press release issued by Willis on October 23, 2009 is filed as Exhibit 99.1 to this Current Report on Form 8-K and is incorporated herein by
reference.

Item 9.01 Financial Statements and Exhibits.

Press Release of Willis dated October 23, 2009.
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SIGNATURES

Pursuant to the requirements of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, the registrant has duly caused this report to be signed on its behalf by the undersigned
hereunto duly authorized.

     
  Willis Group Holdings Limited
      
October 23, 2009  By:  Adam G. Ciongoli 
    
    Name: Adam G. Ciongoli
    Title: Group General Counsel
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99.1  Press Release of Willis dated October 23, 2009.



News Release

Contacts:

Media: Ingrid Bosch 
+44 (0)203 124 7182 
boschi@willis.com

Investors: Kerry K. Calaiaro 
+1 212 915-8084 
kerry.calaiaro@willis.com

Willis Initiates Search for New Chief Financial Officer to Succeed
Patrick C. Regan in Early 2010

Regan Will Remain Through Year-End Reporting and Assist with Transition

NEW YORK, October 23, 2009 — Willis Group Holdings (NYSE: WSH), the global insurance broker, today said that it has initiated a search
for a new chief financial officer to replace CFO and Group Chief Operating Officer Patrick C. Regan in early 2010. Mr. Regan will remain at
Willis through the year-end reporting and regulatory filing process for 2009, as well as to assist with the search for a successor and ensure a
seamless transition, before joining Aviva plc (LON: AV), the world’s fifth largest insurance group, as CFO.

Willis has retained Spencer Stuart, one of the world’s leading executive search consulting firms, to assist with the recruitment process.

Joseph J. Plumeri, the Chairman and CEO of Willis, said: “In the past four years, Pat has contributed greatly to our efforts to grow Willis’
business and strengthen our financial and operating performance. We appreciate Pat’s many contributions to our company, as well as his
commitment to remain fully engaged at Willis through our 2009 year-end reporting and regulatory filing process. We congratulate Pat and wish
him well on the exciting opportunity he is taking with Aviva. Meanwhile, we are moving quickly to identify the best possible candidate to
succeed Pat and help take Willis to the next level.”

Mr. Regan said: “It has been a privilege to be a part of Willis’ outstanding management team, which has helped cement Willis’ position as the
most client-focused global brokerage in the industry. As I embark on the next stage of my career, I am confident that under Joe Plumeri’s
leadership and with the breadth and depth of the senior executive team behind him, Willis will continue to thrive and grow.”

Mr. Regan joined Willis as an Executive Officer in January 2006. He has been CFO since March 2006 and Group COO since 2008.

Willis Group Holdings Limited is a leading global insurance broker, developing and delivering professional insurance, reinsurance, risk
management, financial and human resource consulting and actuarial services to corporations, public entities and institutions around the world.
Willis has more than 400 offices in nearly 120 countries, with a global team of approximately 20,000 Associates serving clients in some 190
countries. Additional information on Willis may be found at www.willis.com.
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